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SCLMA President’s Message
Dr Di Minuskin

Stop the Press!! | had already
written my report and was feeling
good about making the editor’s
6 December deadline, when the
announcement about the SCUH was
made this morning. The decision to
stay with public management will be
well received.

Kevin Hegarty tells me he will be
dealing exclusively with this topic in his report. Let’s just
hope now that the issues surrounding the SMO/VMO
contracts will be sorted out so we have some doctors left to
staff the facility.

The topic dominating conversations at present is the
proposed new contractual arrangements for VMOs and
SMOs working for Queensland Health. A great deal of my
time in the last month has been spent reading releases from
AMAQ and ASMOFQ, and attending or viewing webcasts of
meetings. | would suggest the AMAQ statement from 02
December “Doctors condemn contracts” and the video of
the meeting held on the 28 November between doctors and
staff from QH, are an accurate representation of the concern
held by our colleagues working with QH. This video can be
viewed from AMAQ Online news 02 December. If these
contracts proceed in their current form there is likely to be
a haemorrhaging of medical staff from the public sector. A
survey conducted by AMAQ found that 84% of senior staff
interviewed would resign or reduce their hours.

The concernis not limited to Queensland. Condemnation has
been Australia wide, and medical associations in New Zealand
are advising their members not to consider employment
with Queensland Health. This is not just about protecting
the current working conditions of doctors. There is the very
real chance that the loss of experienced medical staff from
the public hospitals will have negative impacts on both the
quality and timely delivery of care to the patients. It was
evident after the release of the Auditor General’s report into
the financial disaster of the Right of Private Practice Scheme,
that change would be inevitable.

However it would appear
that the doctors are being
expected to accept sweeping
changes to employment
conditions when there were
so many other system failures
contributing to make the
scheme unsuccessful.

The Personally Controlled Electronic Health Record { PCEHR}
has also been in the news in the last few weeks. | attended a
meeting almost 12 months ago about the PCEHR. | walked
out of there shaking my head and thinking what a hugely
expensive and useless exercise it was. In its current form
it was ill conceived, difficult to use and most likely leaving
the GP open to legal challenges. It would appear the
message is filtering through. Though unfortunately, this has
only happened after huge sums of money have been spent
and widespread resignations. | am still not sure if we will
see a phoenix rise from the ashes, but hopefully the next
reincarnation will be a step up from lame duck!

On a lighter note, | am pleased to announce that a venue
has been found for our function on 19 July next year. Pelican
Waters Golf Resortand Spa has promised anighttoremember.
For those of you who live at the northern end of the coast,
accommodation packages are being investigated. We will try
and spend the joy and seek a venue in the northern region
next time. Why not make a weekend of it and book a round
of golf or a spa treatment? If there is enough interest in the
golf, we might consider a SCLMA trophy.

Christmas is just a few weeks away now. It’s a time of year |
have mixed feelings about. Car parkrage, little wisps of smoke
coming off the credit card and the temptation to overindulge
are things | can do without. Lastly, to bring on a smile, check
out the video clip by the doctors at Pindarra Hospital on the
Gold Coast, released for their Christmas party. View it on
Youtube (Pindara Dancing Doctors) | wonder if we have a
similar talented group on the Sunshine Coast!

Merry Christmas to all ........... Di Minuskin

The Sunshine Coast Local Medical Association
sincerely thanks Sullivan Nicolaides Pathology
Jor the distribution of the monthly newsletter.

Sullivan

Nicolaides
PATHOLOGY

Quality is in our DNA
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For general enquiries and all editorial or advertis
contributions and costs, please contact:

Jo Bourke (Secretariat)

Ph: 5479 3979
Mob: 0407 037 112
Fax: 5479 3995

The Sunshine Coast Local Medical Association
welcomes contributions from members, especiall
‘Letters to the Editor”.

Please address all correspondence to:

SCLMA PO Box 549 Cotton Tree 4558

Email:  jobo@squirrel.com.au

Fax: 5479 3995

Newsletter Editor:

Email: Dr Marcel Knesl
mknesl@oceaniaoncology.com.au

FEBRUARY

NEWSLETTER
Deadline Date for
February 2014
newsletter will
be FRIDAY 07
FEBRUARY 2014

The Editor would like the newsletter to reach
all readers in the 3rd week of each month. So |..
ALL reporters and advertisers - please help us
achieve this challenge!

Our circulation via email, post and courier
(Sullivan Nicolaides Pathology) reaches
approximately 800 recipients!

Contact Jo: 5479 3979

Mobile: 0407 037 112

Email: jobo@squirrel.com.au

Fax: 5479 3995

We welcome new content - case studies, local

and photos. If you are a new member, send in
short bio and a photo to introduce yourself.

e O Ce——e=
ARE YOU A MEMBER?

If you are not a member please complete the
application form available on the website:

NEWS
a

ng

www.sclma.com.au.

You will need two proposers to sign your application
form. If this is a problem, come along to a monthly
clinical meeting to introduce yourself
Enquiries: Jo Ph: 5479 3979 or 0407 037 112
Email: jobo@squirrel.com.au

Are you listed on the Member Directory on our
website? Are your details correct?

Directory form available on the website.

y

Disclaimer: The views expressed by the authors or articles
newsletter of the Sunshine Coast Local Medical Association
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Editor’s Corner ...
December 2013 HIGHLIGHTS:

As 2013 draws to an end P5: Kevin Hegarty - Health Service Link
DQG WKH ¢(QDO| FQHZV O HWeWidddd Rowan - President AMAQ
FRQWULEXWLRQV|I ¢RQWHU Ly && SAMAQ councillor
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SCLMA Website 4
Member Directory
www.sclma.com.au

Are ){gu listed on the Member’s Directory?
&KULVWPDV GD\ ZLOO QHYHU EH WKH VDPH DJDLQ

+DYH D JRRG RQH NHHS vDIH Haveyouchanged your practice details?

%RQ $SSHWLWH Use the form on page 22 or download a
ODUFHO .QHVO form from the website, fax to 5479 3995
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Caloundra emecangorpaie FAMEAY
Private Clinic
GP Required

Caloundra Private Clinic, owned and
operated by Ramsay Health Care
requires a GP to provide services to
inpatient mental health patients.

+Monday, Wednesday & Friday for two hours
each day.

Consultancy fee plus private patient billing available.

For more information on this position or to
submit a formal application including two
available referees who may be contacted,
please contact:

Donna Kain - CEO
on (07) 5491 1522 or
email: KainD@ramsayhealth.com.au

IS

ALL REFERRALS ACCEPTED

~J =g =J - 5J

Follow us on Twitt@RamsayDocs

RamsayDocs ( www.gml.com.au ‘}}m‘ PathOlOgy'

TOGETHER WE CARE
Specialists in Private Pathology since the 1920s

*Subject to Medicare guidelines and criteria

AFFORDABLE, ACCESSIB
QUALITY DIAGNOSTIC SER

BULK

m— |
XRAY
cT
BMD
OPG
CONE BEAM CT
MAMMOGRAM
ULTRASOUND
MRI
NUCLEAR MEDICINE
CARDIAC IMAGING

«Excellence in Quality and Service”

BILLIN

Same Day appointments
available for X-Ray, Ultrasound,
CT, MRI and Nuclear Medicine**

*FOR ALL MEDICARE ELIGIBLE SERVICES. SOME EXCEPTIONS APPLY.
**SOME EXCEPTIONS APPLY.

Buderim Caloundra Maroochydore Noosa
Sunshine Coast Hospital 18 Mayes Avenue Unit 1, Cnr Horton & Noosa Private Hospital

Medical Centre Plaza Parades Pav A, 111 Goodchap St
Ph: 5444 5877 Ph: 5438 5959 Ph: 5443 8660 Ph: 5430 5200
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HEALTH SERVICE LINK - DECEMBER 2013
with Kevin Hegarty

As covered by the media, the Minister for Health, Lawrence Springborg

03 RQ WKH '"HFHPEHU FRQ{UPHG WKDW WKH +R\
will manage and operate the Sunshine Coast Public University Hospital
(SCPUH).

This decision was reached after private sector offers to run SCPUH were
assessed, in the current market context, as not being able to match the
capacity of the public sector to deliver the range and level of services that
the tertiary teaching hospital will provide to our community.

We are therefore now clearly charged with the responsibility and
obligation to ensure SCPUH, like our current facilities, delivers safe
TXDOLW\ KHDOWKFDUH HI{FLHQWO\

The Government has further decided that clinical support services, including pathology, radiology
and pharmacy will now be tested in an open market to determine whether those services should be
outsourced at SCPUH.

The decision to market test these services is made in the reality of the current contestability requirements.
W WKHUHIRUH LV QRW D UHAHFWLRQ RQ WKH GHGLFDWLRQ DQG S
these important services at our existing facilities.

| also emphasise that market testing of non government providers does not automatically mean that
services will be outsourced.

Such contractual arrangements will only be advanced if a non government provider can demonstrate the
capacity and capability to deliver the services. Thiswillbe assessed againstthe required standard and must
demonstrate value-for-money, while meeting quality, safety, education and research requirements.

The Government, based on a value-for-money assessment, has also decided that cleaning, catering,
and porterage services at SCPUH will be provided by non government service providers. This decision
only relates to the new facility and does not affect current arrangements at existing hospitals.

7KH *RYHUQPHQWYV GHFLVLRQ JLYHV XV D FOHDU GLUHFWLRQ IRU
We have barely three years in which to develop implement and operationalise services in a new tertiary
hospital. That is a unique and exciting opportunity. Our community expects us, and our professionalism

and commitment underscores our credibility and determination, to deliver.

On behalf of the Executive Leadership team and all staff of the Hospital and Health Service | extend best
wishes for the festive season and for a safe and healthy 2014.

Regards

Kev Hegarty
Health Service Chief Executive
Kevin_Hegarty@health.gld.gov.au

Telephone (07) 5443 6990 Email maroochydore@snap.com.au ‘3nap Maroochydore




COASTAL
PATHOLOGY

NOW COMMENCING OUR 8TH YEAR OF SERVICE
TO THE SUNSHINE COAST!

LOCAL The Sunshine Coast is our home!

INDEPENDENT The pathologists own the practice.

RELIABLE We are here for you and your patients.
pey— PERSONAL Talk directly to us - we are committed to serve. i —
(MBBS, FRCPA) (MBBS, FRCPA)

Continuing to provide specialised histology, cytology and routine microbiology services
All Outpatients*Bulk Billed - All Inpatients*No Gap (*conditions apply)

KEEP COMPETITION STRONG - SUPPORT THE SUNSHINE COAST’S
OWN PATHOLOGY SERVICE.

To find out more Phone: 5456 4830 Email: enquiries@coastalpathology.com.au
about our services: Fax: 5456 4835 Web: www.coastalpathology.com.au
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“ "y 77 Sunshine Coast Orthopaedic Clinic Dr Steven Lawrie
(—"‘“. _ Suite 17, Kawana Private Hospital

! 5 Innovation Parkway, Birtinya QLD 4575
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p: 07 5493 3994
f: 07 5493 3897

e: info@sunshineortho.com.au
% n 2 1 n + nn ) & + & www.sunshineortho.com.au
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AMA QUEENSLAND - PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Dr Christian Rowan

Dear members,

As we approach the end of another busy year, I'd like to share with you the positive
work being done by the new Queensland Coalition for Alcohol Action (QCAA) which
ZDV RI¢(¢FLDOO\ ODXQFKHG LQ %ULVEDQH RQ 7KXUVGD\

The Coalition is a group of like-minded organisations ‘committed to working together
for action on alcohol in Queensland.” Foundation Members of the QCAA include;
AMA Queensland, Healthy Options Australia, Foundation for Alcohol Research and
Education, Lives Lived Well and the Queensland Alcohol and Drug Research and
Education Centre.

The Coalition’s initial aims are to identify ways of creating a long-term cultural change
that will reduce alcohol harms and improve the health and well-being of Queenslanders.

QCAA is modelled on the National Alliance for Action on Alcohol (NAAA) and seeks to harness the expansive
individual expertise of each participating group and capitalise on this wealth of knowledge and experience in a
collaborative way.

AMA Queensland is represented on the Coalition by respected maxillofacial surgeon Dr Anthony Lynham, a
passionate advocate for the reduction of alcohol-related harms.

As an addiction medicine specialist myself, | am deeply concerned by the ongoing health, social, emotional and
(.QDQFLDO FRVWY EHLQJ SODFHG RXU FRPPXQLWLHY E\ GDQJHURXV DQG H|

The Coalition has developed an evidence-based Five Point Plan which, if implemented broadly, will deliver a
reduction in alcohol-related harms and violence.

The key principles of the Queensland Coalition for Alcohol Action (QCAA) Five Point Plan:

* Wind back late night trading hours and continue the moratorium on late night trading
« Control the density of licensed premises

* Prevent the harmful discounting and promotion of alcohol

» Enforce responsible service of alcohol requirements

» Collect data on alcohol sales, consumption and harms

It is widely understood that the negative consequences of alcohol don't just affect the drinker; they also impact
IDPLOLHVY FROOHDJXHV QHLJKERXUV FRPPXQLWLHY ODZ HQIRUFHPHQW F

The QCAA plan acknowledges that no particular action on its own can substantially reduce alcohol-related harms;
it requires a range of complementary strategies that work together to deliver sustainable outcomes.

We look forward to working with our QCAA partners further next year and will be encouraging the Queensland
Government to adopt and implement the Five Point Plan.

Any doctors who would like to be involved in the Coalition or give feedback should contact AMA Queensland’s
policy team by calling (07) 3872 2222 or emailing policy@amag.com.au

I would like to take the opportunity to thank you for your support this year and wish you and your families a safe
and happy festive season.

| look forward to working with you again in 2014 for what promises to be an important year for the medical
profession.

Dr Christian Rowan President AMA Queensland

Telephone (07) 5443 6990 Email maroochydore@snap.com.au ﬁnap Maroochydore




The Sunshine Coast Private Hospital

When patients choose a hospital for L
their medical care, they deserve...

* The leading specialists
* The latest medical technology
* The newest facilities

The recent opening of our new Cooinda Mental Health
Service and the expansion of our Intensive Care/Critical
Care Unit continues UnitingCare Health's commitment to
the people of the Sunshine Coast. That commitment is a big
part of why The Sunshine Coast Private Hospital at Buderim
is consistently rated amongst the top 1% of hospitals in

Australia. The Sunshine Coast

It's good to know that The Sunshine Coast Private Hospital Private Hospital
at Buderim has the people, the technology and the
experience you need, right here on the Coast.

, . . . . 12 Elsa Wilson Dr,
That's why The Sunshine Coast Private Hospital at Buderim (Via Syd Lingard DY)~ Tel: 5430 3303

is The Sunshine Coast Private Hospital. Buderim QId 4556 www.tscph.com.au
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@ SUNSHINE COAST
Q/ RADIOLOGY
Our latest CT scanner is so fast it oats on a cushion of air!

51FJ$5 JT UIF NPTU BEWBODHKPBO M DNV 3 SAONUMXMT P53 U |

Airglide gantry - the gantry oats on a cushion of air, enabling
faster rotation time than any other CT scanner on the markit.
results in:

t -FNP UJP®U FE\BDIOOBS ERFBMM M P& BENHP S
accurate diagnosis in di cult studies

t 3FEVESEBUBSIH-BBPIDIFTBOBCEPNJ
examinations

t J%RTUFSBFEDPBOTU8VBEWBOIEBE HP S w
JNQSRWBTRNBBDEP XBSEBEJ BELPJTIEH-BJIF'
patient.

Nano panel detector - reduces electronic image noise by 86%, 1
B M M@PWKS B PFSF E VDXULR ®WWH Q S P N NBIFOMB M

iIMRC x-ray tube - the most powerful scanner globally, allows be
JNBHF RVBMJUZ JO MBSHFS QBUJFOUT

All appointments 07 5436 7500

LOCATION .BJO 8&ESSIBNGB info@scradiology.com.au | www.scradiologycom!,

Local Imaging Specialists
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